the Fourth Sunday of

Advent

% “Look, the virgin shall conceive
and bear a son,
and they shall name him
Emmanuel,”
which means, “God is with us.”

Matthew 1:23

Behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a

dream saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to

take Mary your wife, for that which is conceived
in her is of the Holy Spirit.”

Abington Presbyterian Church

December 21, 2025
10:00 a.m. Celebration Worship



Centering Prayer
Guardian of the seasons,
keeper of every time,

tune us so to your rhythms
that we may know

the occasion for stillness
and the moment for action.
May we be so prepared

so aware

so awakened

in our waiting

that when you prompt us
into motion,

our hands may be your hands
and our purposes

your own.

The people gather in re-
sponse to God’s call to wor-
ship our Creator with thanks-
giving and praise.

During Advent (the four
Sundays leading to Christ-
mas) the church prepares to
welcome the Light of the
World. We mark this season
of waiting by lighting candles
on the Advent Wreath.

The whole congregation joins
together in speaking (or sing-
ing) the text in bold print. At
the asterisk (*) please stand
in body or rise in spirit.

Hearing Assistance Devices
are available in the Narthex
(at the back of the Sanctu-
ary). Please see an Usher for
assistance.

Children’s Worship Bags are
available at each entrance to
the Sanctuary.

ORDER OF WORSHIP
4th Sunday of Advent

GATHERING

PRELUDE O Come, O Come, Emmanuel Plainsong chant

Quartet: Zene Colt, John Dean, Bill Price, lan Waite

WELCOME AND LIVING OUR FAITH Rev. Sudie Niesen Thompson

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE The Berry Family

The Lord has promised us a sign:
A child shall be born for us—a lowly infant, a holy infant.
And we shall call him Emmanuel.
This is not an exhibition of power and glory;
this is not a display of magnificent strength.
Itis a sign of love.
For God will dwell among us—
love we can cradle, hope we can hold close.
See what love the Almighty has for us:
that God would share our mortal form
to teach us the ways of hope, peace, joy and love.

Today we light the fourth candle
as we wait in wonder for the Child of Love.
*HYMN No. 88 (vv. 1, 5-7)

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel VENI EMMANUEL

*CALL TO CONFESSION

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel!
You call us each by name and invite us to follow you.
But we—Ilike sheep—do not heed your voice;
we stray from your path.
Now we call upon your name.
Save us from all that ensnares our lives!
Restore us, O God!
Let your face shine, that we may be saved.
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You claim us for service and assure us we have nothing to fear.
But we are timid disciples
who discount dreams and discredit messengers,
for we do not believe you can use a flock like us
to usher in your reign.
Restore us, O God!
Let your face shine, that our faith may be made strong.
You come among us to enfold us with love.
As we await the babe of Bethlehem,
give us the steadfast faith of Joseph
and the expectant hope of Mary,
that we, too, may come in wonder
to worship the newborn king.
Restore us, O God!
Let your face shine, that our trust may be renewed.

*SILENT PRAYER
* ASSURANCE OF GOD’S FORGIVENESS

*RESPONSE HYMN NoO. 121 (v. 3) O Little Town of Bethlehem ST.LOUIS

How silently, how silently,

the wondrous gift is given!

So God imparts to human hearts

the blessings of his heaven.

No ear may hear his coming,

but in this world of sin,

where meek souls will receive him, still
the dear Christ enters in.

*PASSING OF THE PEACE
The congregation is invited

The peace of Christ be with you. to share signs of Christ’s
And also with you. peace, such as a handshake,
with one another.
BELL ANTHEM Hope and Peace (Advent Reflection) Cathy Moklebust
Celebration Ringers: Lois Leong, director

WORD
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE Ruth Sall Following the Children’s
Message, children may re-
*HYMN NoO. 129 (vv.1-2) Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming ES IST EIN’ ROS’ main in worship. Preschool
Sunday School is available in
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION Val Pendley Reeim 112
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Where the word is read and
proclaimed, we believe Jesus
Christ the living Word is
present by the power of the
Holy Spirit. Therefore, the
proclamation of the word
through the reading and in-
terpretation of Scripture is
central to our worship.

SCRIPTURE READING Isaiah 7:10-16 Old Testament, p. 636
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

HYMN No. 145 What Child is This

GREENSLEEVES

SCRIPTURE READING Psalm 80:1-7,17-19 Old Testament, p. 540

Brenton Thompson

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
ANTHEM The Yearning Craig Courtney
Chapel Choir: Ruth Sall & John Sall, co-directors

There is a yearning in hearts weighed down

by ancient grief and centuries of sorrow.

There is a yearning in hearts that in darkness hide

and in the shades of death abide, a yearning for tomorrow.

There is a yearning for the promised One, the Firstborn of creation.
There is a yearning for the Lord who visited His own,

and by His death for sin atoned, to bring to us salvation.
Emmanuel, within our hearts, the yearning.

There is a yearning that fills the hearts of those who wait the day
of His appearing.
There is a yearning when all our sorrows are erased
and we shall see the One who placed within our hearts the yearning.
Emmanuel, within our hearts, the yearning.

SCRIPTURE READING Romans 1:1-7 New Testament, p. 152
Michelle Feil
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

ANTHEM My Song in the Night Paul J. Christiansen

Oratorio Choir: John Sall, director

O Jesus my Savior, my song in the night,

Come to us with Thy tender love, my soul’s delight.
Unto Thee, O Lord, in affliction | call,

My comfort by day, and my song in the night.

O why should | wander, an alien from Thee,
Or cry in the desert Thy face to see?

My comfort and joy, my soul's delight,

O Jesus my Savior, my song in the night.
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O Jesus my Savior, my song in the night.

Come to us with Thy tender love, my soul’s delight.
My comfort and joy, my soul's delight,

O Jesus my Savior, my song in the night.

Matthew 1:18-25

SCRIPTURE READING New Testament, p. 1

Bill Stock
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
*HYMN O Joseph Awaken GARCEAU
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From the Advent Devotion-
al, a reflection on today’s
hymn by John Sall, Director
of Music Ministries:
Joseph’s place in our Christ-
mas carols is underwhelm-
ing. Our hymnal includes
only 2 brief mentions of Jo-
seph. In only the late medie-
val “Cherry Tree Carol” does
Joseph take a greater role
AND show his change of
heart, but only after he is
painted as “unkind” in ap-
parent opposition to the
gospel narrative. So it was a
deep joy to discover that
pastor and poet Chris Shel-
ton recently penned a new
hymn for today’s scripture.

| love the way the hymn
centers Joseph’s story of
spiritual growth, rooted in
faithfulness but also requir-
ing him to overcome his
fears. | especially love the
way we can each see our-
selves and our own unex-
pected spiritual paths in the
hymn when we
acknowledge in the final
verse “the way of salvation
will always surprise,” and
then wrestle with what it
means today for us to listen
for where the Spirit might
“creep past defenses” as it
stirs us to a final call (to
both Joseph in the gospel
and to us in our lives today)
to “Awake! But keep dream-
ing!”
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We respond to the procla-
mation of the word by con-
fessing the faith of the
Church. We are using a por-
tion of The Confession of
1967, which the United
Presbyterian Church drafted
and adopted in response to
the dramatic social changes
of the 1960s.

In gratitude for the grace we
have received, we respond
with thanksgiving and offer
our lives to God.

Your presence and partici-
pation in worship is an ex-
pression of self-offering. If
you have not already done
so, please sign the red
Friendship Pad, located at
the end of the pew closest
to the center aisle, then pass
it along the row.

We are grateful for gifts of
time, talent and treasure. If
you prefer to give a financial
gift online, you may use the
QR code below.

gl
nﬂ" '

S

* AFFIRMATION OF FAITH

Adapted from The Confession of 1967, 9.19

Out of Israel, God in due time raised up Jesus.
His faith and obedience were the response

of the perfect child of God.

He was the fulfillment

of God’s promise to Israel,

the beginning of the new creation,

and the pioneer of the new humanity.

He gave history its meaning and direction
and called the church to be his servant

for the reconciliation of the world.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

LORD’S PRAYER

OFFERING

OFFERING

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,

and the glory, forever. Amen.

THANKSGIVING

A Caribbean Christmas arr. Dan R. Edwards
Festive Ringers: Lois Leong, director

*DOXOLOGY HYMN No. 127 (vv. 1,4) Hark! The Herald/Walk in the Light

WPE’LL WALK IN THE LIGHT

Hark! the herald angels sing.
Jesus, the light of the world.
Glory to the newborn King,

Jesus, the light of the world.

Refrain:

We’ll walk in the light, beautiful light.

Come where the dewdrops of mercy shine bright.
O, shine all around us by day and by night.

Jesus, the light of the world.

Hail, the heaven-born Prince of Peace!
Jesus, the light of the world.

Hail, the Sun of righteousness!

Jesus, the light of the world. (Refrain)
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*PRAYER OF DEDICATION

SENDING
*HYMN 105 People, Look East
*CHARGE AND BLESSING
POSTLUDE In dulci jubilo, BWYV 729

BESANCON

J.S. Bach

WORSHIP NOTES

About the artwork:

| used the oil painting of Joseph’s Dream by Andrei Mironov and added the
vision of Mary from an alabaster sculpture of The Annunciation by Tilman
Riemenschneider done around 1485. Mary’s halo and the night sky expand
the dream from a small room into God’s infinite and unending time.

-Eric Gildner

Permissions & Copyrights

The Centering Prayer is
from Jan Richardson’s
Night Visions: Searching the
Shadows of Advent and
Christmas (Orlando, FL:
Wanton Gospeller Press,
2010).

“O Joseph Awaken” words
by Chris Shelton and music
(GARCEAU) by Bex Gaunt,
both ©2020 GIA Publica-
tions, Inc. Reprinted and
streamed with permission
under ONE LICENSE # A-
729335. All rights reserved.

Music of this service is re-
printed and streamed
online with permission un-
der ONE LICENSE #A-
729335. All rights reserved.
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Stay connected with our
community of faith!

You Tube:
@AbingtonPresbyterianChu
rch4784

Facebook:

@Abington Presbyterian
Church-APC (Public Group)
@Abington Presbyterian
Church Youth Fellowship
(Private Group)

To read about all the excit-
ing things happening at
Abington Presbyterian
Church, please pick up a
copy of “Abington Presby-
terian Life” from an Usher
or subscribe to our weekly
e-newsletter. To be added
to the distribution list for
the E-Blast, please call the
church office or email Susan
Schied: sschied@apcusa.org.

Our community of faith
strives to live by the words
of the Apostle Paul: Rejoice
with those who rejoice, weep
with those who weep
(Romans 12:15). As you pray
throughout the week, we
invite you to lift up the
names of those who have
requested prayer. Our
church family would also like
to rejoice with you if you are
celebrating the arrival of a
child, grandchild or great-
grandchild; marking an im-
portant milestone; or have
another joy to share.

To add a name to the Prayer
List or share a joy, please call
the church office or email
Susan Schied:
sschied@apcusa.org.

8:45 a.m.

9:50 a.m.

10:00 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

4:00 p.m.

TODAY AT ABINGTON PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Adult Forum: Collection of Advent Devotions in the Parlor.

Nursery Care for infants and toddlers in Rooms 110
Preschool Sunday School in Room 112.

Celebration Worship Service in the Sanctuary
Reception for Tia McCoun in Parish Hall

Youth Caroling Event / Youth Christmas Party

PRAYER LIST

In need of special prayers this week:

We share prayers of joy and thanksgiving with Eliza McDevitt and
Nicholas McCurdy on the birth of their daughter, Rhiannon Elizabeth

McCurdy.

We share prayers of joy and thanksgiving with MaryAnne McMillian on
the birth of her great grandchild, Cooper Seyoung Son.

In need of ongoing prayers: Bernadette Barnhurst (mother of Marie
Barnhurst), Olive Biggs, Bruce Bishop (brother of David & Sandy Bishop),
Carol Boles (mother of Christine Sacco), Walter Boutcher, John
Connelly (friend of Joanne and Jeff Bates), Robin Cupo, Linda Doyle,
Beth Ellert, Heather Ferretti (Daughter of Trish Miller), John Frazier,
Phyllis Frazier, Carmina Gagliardi (friend of Joanne and Jeff Bates),
Wayne Gibbons, Jr., Farah Kahn Gill, Lindsay Harbold (APNS parent),
Sally Hardy, Joanne Hawkson (mother of Nick Cupo), Ted Hyczko,
Stephen Krewson, Emil Kupper, Caroline LaRose (nee Seeholzer), Laura
Lafferty, Family of Katie Link (APNS parent), Holland Lutzow (APNS
student), Mary Anne McMiillan, Clinton Mench (APNS parent), Joan
Meyers, Gail Mignogna, Suzy Paravla (daughter of Susan Davis),

Will Pompilli (son of Teresa Pompilli), Joe Risi (friend of Cindy Willis),
Sharon Robson (friend of Kimberly Browna), Valerie Steigerwalt (niece
of Marlyn Whyte), Jackie Thurlow, Eugenia Velazquez (Iris Long’s
mother), Shirley Waters, Barbara Weber, The Weir Family, Marlyn
Whyte, Cindi Willis, Callum Wright (friend of Barbara-Ann Schwartz,
APNS teacher).
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Christmas at Abington Presbyterian Church

Christmas Eve Family Service
December 24 at 5:00 p.m.

A beloved tradition at Abington Presbyterian Church, this family-friendly service is led by our children’s
choirs, youth participants, and children from our congregation. A church family will portray the Holy Family
along with a cast of shepherds and angels. All will be invited to light up the sanctuary with beautiful LED
candles while singing “Silent Night.” Created with children in mind, this service runs under an hour and in-
cludes a bulletin with coloring pages. Childcare is available for babies and toddlers in the nursery.

Christmas Eve Traditional Service
December 24 at 8:00 p.m.

Our traditional Candlelight Service includes many familiar Christmas carols and anthems led by our Christ-
mas Choir and organ. Lighting of the Christ Candle and reading and preaching on the Christmas Gospel are
joined by Holy Communion and the spreading of the light during “Silent Night” with all in attendance hold-
ing candles and singing together. The service is a little over an hour. Childcare is available for babies and
toddlers in the nursery.

First Sunday after Christmas Day

December 28 at 10:00 a.m. (One service only)

Second Sunday after Christmas Day

January 4 at 8:00 a.m. and 10:00 a.m.
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The Abington Presbyterian Church Session
The Rev. Sudie Niesen Thompson, Moderator
Georgene Pilling, Clerk of Session

Class of 2026 Class of 2027 Class of 2028
Sarah Caldwell-Berry Marie Barnhurst Michelle Feil
Sandy Bishop Zene Colt 1l Aized Gill

Kathy Messina Sandy Hostetter Bill Gustafson

John Miller Karen Hoyle Valerie Pendley
Dori Mansur Ratka Blythe Palumbo Lillian Sall
Suzin Weber William Stock Chuck Twining

Youth Elders (September 2025 - June 2026): Lukas Meyer & Auggie Sall

The Abington Presbyterian Church Board of Deacons
David Bishop, Moderator
Russ Cornman, Vice Moderator
Chaplain Tia McCoun, Staff Liaison

Class of 2026
Russ Cornman
Ahtoi Gibbons
Kevin Kelly
Joanne Maransky
Ralph McDevitt
Irene Rosenberg
Laurie Wikoff
Nancy Woehrle

Class of 2027
Matt Berry
David Bishop
Pam Callantine
Mary DeVan
Linda Hurd
Sheila Jackson
Paul Orlevitch
Haley Wikoff

Youth Deacons (September 2025 - June 2026): Lily Orlevitch

Class of 2028

Don Brooks
Ashley Burgos
Isaac Burgos

Janet Easlea-Kemp
Nancy Hartzel
Lauren Keiter

Tim Waite

Ed Wikoff
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ABINGTON PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH STAFF

PASTORAL STAFF
The Rev. Sudie E. Niesen Thompson, M.Div., Th.M. Pastor/Head of Staff

Chaplain Tia McCoun, M.Div. Congregational Care Associate
Music STAFF

John Sall, M.M. Director of Music Ministries
Ruth Sall, B.M. Children & Youth Choir Director
Lois Leong, M.M. Organist & Director of Handbells
EDUCATION STAFF

Ruth Sall, B.M. Director of Christian Education
Justin Feil Youth Fellowship Coordinator
The Rev. Ashley Rossi, M.Div. Youth Fellowship Coordinator
SUPPORT STAFF

Fred Cipriano Facilities Manager

Susan Schied Secretary

Jackie Thurlow Bookkeeper

Abington Presbyterian Church | Founded 1714
1082 Old York Road, Abington, PA, 19001
215.887.4530 « apcusa.org

Abington Presbyterian Church celebrates God’s infinite love and believes all people

are equal in the eyes of God. We welcome all to worship and serve with us. We seek

A HoosE OF PRaYER to work together to oppose intolerance, racism, and injustice that threaten the unity
RO ALK Paowr of humankind.




